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The teacher are expected  to be able to guide the students when they study 
to write. Writing skill is very important to human life. Before what the 
students do to improve their writing skill as a teacher, he/she must know what 
are the dominant factors that influencing his writing ability so the teacher will 
know what they want to do with students. 
The aims of this study are to know the factors influencing the students 
writing ability and dominant factors influencing the students writing ability. 
The methods used  to collect the data are observation, documentation, and 
interview; while the method used to analyze the data are transcription, 
classification, description and  conclusion. The theory that is used in this 
study is students writing ability by Brown (2010). 
The result of this study shows that there are two factors that influence 
students writing ability: (1) personality factors such as: Less of intention to 
write, Infrequency in Writing, Laziness, Infrequency in Reading, Less of 
Curiousity and Less of Motivation; (2) Social Factors such as: Susceptiblity 
to friends, Lecturer‟s Insentivity in Teaching, The noise enviroment and 
Lightning in the class. While the dominant factors is personality factors. 
 
 
























“ sometimes life is risking 
everything for a dream, 






This thesis is dedicated to: 
 
  The Lord Jesus and the Virgin Mary, who allow everything are able to 
happen in my life.  
 
 My beloved father late, Emanuel Eban Sogen, and my beloved mother 
Antonia Kewa Huler for giving me love, prayer, strenght and supoort. 
 
 My beloved  sisters : Yustina Nasib Ibu Sogen and Yasinta Huten Sogen  
who always give me prayers and supports in finishing my study. 
 
 Elfrit Koban and all of  my classmates who always give me support and  
prayer in finishing my study. 
 
 
 My beloved lecturers Mr. Christmas P Ate, S.S., M.Hum, Mrs. Agnes 
Rafael, S.Pd., M.Hum, and Mrs. Selfiana Ndapa Lawa, S.Pd., M.Pd, who 
are more than a lecturer for teaching me many things. 
 
 Finally, I present this thesis to myself who have tried and strunggled 






Thank to Almighty God who has given His blessed to the writer for 
finishing this thesis entitled “An Analysis on Factors Influencing  The Thrid 
Semester Students Witing Ability at Citra Bangsa University .” This thesis is 
submitted as partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Sarjana 
Pendidikan (S.Pd) at English Department Faculty of Teacher Training and 
Education in Citra Bangsa University.  
In writing this thesis, the writer faces many obstacles, but because of God's 
abundant blessings the writer can solve it. Other than that, the organization of this 
thesis is inseparable from guidance, direction, and support from various parties. 
Therefore on this occasion, the writer would like to thank: 
 
1. Prof. Dr. Frans Salesman, SE., M.Kes as Rector of the Citra 
Bangsa University. 
2. Gerlan A. Manu, S.T., M.Kom. Dean of  Faculty of Teachers 
Training and Education. 
3. Christmas P. Ate, S.S.,M.Hum as the head of the English Language 
Education Study Program at once my second supervisor who has 
taken the time to guide me to be able to finish the writing of this 
thesis as well. 
4. Agnes M. D. Rafael, S.Pd.,M.Hum as the first supervisor who also 
has taken the time to guide me so that everything can go well. 
5. Selfiana T. M. Ndapa Lawa, S.Pd.,M.Pd as the examiner and also 
the academic advisor who has professionally tested and provided a 




6. My beloved  mother who has given support in prayer and financial 
amid her limitations and the beloved late father who always prays 
from heaven for the writer‟s success 
7. All of my friends of the English Study Program, especially  Oliva 
who has struggled together  through every challenge and who 
always provides motivation and encouragement, God bless you all. 
8.  And all parties who have helped and are involved in the process of 
finalizing the proposal organization.  
 
The writer realizes that in the preparation of this thesis there are still many 
shortcomings due to the writer's limitation. Therefore, the writer expects criticism 
and constructive suggestions to improve the next research. Finally, the writer 
hopes that this thesis  may be useful for the writer in particular and also for all 
parties who are willing to use it. 
 
 
Kupang, September 25, 2020 
The researcher 
 





LIST OF CONTENTS 
Pages 
COVER 
VALIDATION SHEET .................................................................................  i 
APPROVAL SHEET .....................................................................................  ii 
THE STIPULATION OF THE BOARD EXAMINER………………… ..  iii 
DECLARATION OF AUTHORSHIP .........................................................  iv 
ABSTRACT ....................................................................................................  v 
MOTTO ..........................................................................................................  vi 
DEDICATION………………………………………………………………  vii 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ...........................................................................  viii 
LIST OF CONTENTS ...................................................................................  x 
LIST OF TABLES .........................................................................................  xii 
LIST OF DIAGRAM  ....................................................................................  xiii 
LIST OF APPENDICES……………………………………………………. xiv 
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 
A. Background ..........................................................................................  1 
B. Research Problems ...............................................................................  3 
C. Aims and Benefit..................................................................................  3 
D. Scope of writing ...................................................................................  5 
E. Definition of Terms ..............................................................................  5 
F. Organization of  Writing ......................................................................  6 
 
CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
A. Concept and Theory .............................................................................  8 





CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD 
A. Research Design ...................................................................................  21 
B. Location and Schedule .........................................................................  21 
C. Research Subject ..................................................................................  22 
D. Research Instrument .............................................................................  22 
E. Data Collection Technique ...................................................................  22 
F. Data Analysis Technique .....................................................................  23 
CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
A. Findings ................................................................................................  24 
1. Moivation………......................... ............................................   24 
2. Interest ……………………… .................................................  28 
3. Attitude…............................. ....................................................  30 
B. Discussion ............................................................................................  35 
1. Factors Influence The Thrid  
Semester Students Writing Ability ..........................................     35 
2. Dominant Factor Influence The Third  
Semester Students Writing Ability....................................... 36 
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION  
A. Conlussion ............................................................................................  38 
B. Suggestion ............................................................................................  38 
REFERENCES ……………………………………………………………..   41 





LIST OF TABLES 
 
Table               Pages 
4.1. Students Writing Score Table ...................................................................  35 





List of  Diagram 
 
Diagram                               Pages 





LIST OF APPENDICES 
 
Appendices       
Appendix  1  The interview  sheet 
Appendix  2  List Score of  Students Grade 3
rd  
of English Study Program in Citra  
           Bangsa University 
Appendix  3  Documentations 










A. Background  
Language is a communication tool that must be owned by every 
human who has social relations with other humans. Language also helps us 
to convey to others. Besides, language is a unifying tool for the nation and 
also as a communication tool that can facilitate us in communication with 
humans who have different cultures. In the world of education we learn 
many languages, one of which is English language. 
English language is a language used as a medium of communication 
and as the first international language used to interact with other people 
throughout the world. In this day, many people are competing to learn 
English so they can master the world. 
In English we are sure to recognize the ability or skill. In English there 
are four types of skills, namely: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
The four skills are important to be mastered when we want to learn English. 
One of the most difficult skills to learn in English is writing. Richard and 
Renandya (2002:303) explain that writing is the most difficult skill to 
master by the learners. The difficult is not only in generating and 
organization the idea, but also translation the ideas into readable text in 
short, writing seems hard to be implemented because of some consideration. 




diction, chronologies, and spelling of word. The students express their 
feeling, thinking, share opinion or idea and state willingness by writing. 
Writing in English is a skill that can be said to be the most complicated. 
Why it complicated because if we do not train, we will find it difficult to 
write in English. 
In the international and society, English writing skill is very important 
especially in wider world of work. This reality makes teacher thinks that 
writing ability should be mastered by their students. However, writing is one 
of the important subjects in English Study Program at Citra Bangsa 
University. Writing is a compulsion subject in English study program. It is 
started from writing I, writing II, and writing III. This fact proves that 
writing is important to be mastered by all English students in Citra Bangsa 
University. Nowadays, students must be able to write English text, because 
it‟s one of the basic skills for English learners in their life. By writing the 
word in English people can believe that he or she is an English student but 
in fact, some students are always afraid of making mistake. The student 
must master four skills in the language learning process all these language 
skills are related to each other. The students must be trained adequately in 
all the four basic skills to make the easily practice and use the language. 
Beside those four main skills the students should also master the sub skill, 
namely: vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation. 
Sometimes, many students write text, but not many of them are able to 




Therefore, the teacher is expected to be able to guide the students when they 
study to write. For example of some tense which often make students 
confused with the complexity. Writing skill is very important to human life.  
Nunan (1995:84) suggests that writing has evolved in societies as a result of 
cultural creating communicate need which be readily met by the spoken 
language. Before what students do to improve their writing skills as a 
teacher, he/she must know what are the dominant factors that influencing 
his writing ability so the teacher will know what they want to do with 
students. Based on the above the researcher interest in conducting research 
on topic “An Analysis on Factors Influencing The Third Semester 
Students Writing Ability at Citra Bangsa University”. 
 
B. Research Problem 
In this study, the researcher formulated the problem of the study as 
follows:  
1. What are the factors influence the students writing ability?  
2. What are dominant factors influence the students writing ability? 
 
C. Aims and Benefits 
1. Aims 
a. To know the factors influence the students writing ability 






The result of the study is expected to give some benefits to the 
researcher and the readers in general. The benefits are as follows : 
a. Theoretical Benefits 
The researcher wanted to find out the factors that 
influence the students writing ability. The research was 
supported by the theory of Brown (2010:142). He said with the 
purposed outcomes by conducting the research, some factors 
influencing the student achievement in the classroom will be 
identified by inferring some aspect. The students writing skill is 
much or less influenced by the factors in learning English. 
b. Practical Benefits 
There are some functions from this research, such as: 
1) For  students 
Through the result of the study the students can be 
informed about their writing ability so that they can 
improve or increase their ability. 
2) For teachers 
The result of this study can be an input for the 
English teachers of the English at the researched school so 






3) For other 
For the other researchers by doing the study, the 
writer can know how to conduct a research and implement 
the knowledge got when having the research.  
 
D. Scope Of  Writing 
In this research, the research only focuses on the factors influence the 
third semester students writing ability and the dominant factors influence 
the third semester students writing ability at Citra Bangsa University. The 
factors which influence students‟ writing ability are personality and social 
which are according to Brown (2010). In this research, the researcher just 
focuses on personality factor only.  
 
E. Definition of Terms 
Concerning this study, there are some important terms that should be 
defined. Those terms are presented in the following. 
1. Writing  
Hamps-Lyons ( in O‟ Malley and Pierece, 1996:136) states that 
writing is a personal act in which writers take ideas of prompts and 
transform them in to “self initiated topics” in this study, writing is 
learning process of students in expressing their ideas or feeling in 





2. Factor  
Based on the Oxford Learner‟s Advanced Dictionary 
(2010:526), Factor is one of several things that cause or influence 
something. In this case a factor is condition that affects students in 
writing. 
3. Influence   
Based on Oxford learner‟s Advanced Dictionary (2010:769), 
defines influence as an effect has some body/something has on the 
way a person thinks or behaves or on the way that something works 
develops. 
4. Citra Bangsa University 
Citra Bangsa University is one of the private universities located 
at Jln. Manafe No. 17 Kayu Putih, Oebobo Kupang, East Nusa 
Tenggara. 
 
F. Organization of Writing 
Chapter I  presents the research foundation including background, 
research problem, aims and benefits, scope of writing, definition of terms, 
and organization of writing. The keys of comprehending this research are 
providing in this chapter. 
To keep both research‟s validity and reliability, in chapter II, the 
researcher provides knowledge related to the topic. In this chapter, the 




How to feed the body of this research by the data are explained here. 
In chapter III, there would be research design, location and schedule, 
research subject, research instruments, data collecting technique, and data 
analysis technique. Many data that needed by the researcher are collected 
and analyzed in this part. The suitable instruments and technique give a lot 
of objective views in gaining the data required. 
Chapter IV deals with the research findings, and discussions of the 
finding about the dominant factor of writing ability at students of Citra 
Bangsa University and how the factor influences that ability. 
Chapter V is the last chapter; it presents the conclusion and suggestion 









REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
 
A. Concept and Theory 
1. Writing 
A language is used for many kinds of purposes. Thus, it has 
many functions as well. Furthermore, there are two macro skills of a 
language; they are receptive and productive skills. Writing skill is one 
of the productive skills that should be mastered in using a language. It 
is because writing skills has significances in improving a 
communicative competence of learning the language.  
There are some definitions of writing that have been proposed 
by some linguists. Waldfrod (1984:4) defines writing useful tool for 
discovering and thinking. Reynonlds (1970) says that writing is a 
process when the students develop their own word into sentences to 
make good paragraph composition using mind ideas based on 
experience and fact. Hornby (1987: 340) defines writing as the 
activity or occupation of writing, e.g books, articles, and he also 
defines writing as the way in which a person forms letters to word 
when writing. Then Serano (1971: 38) explain that writing is an art, 




Weir in Fajri (2016:104) state that reliability in asessing the 
writing ability of students refers to taking enough samples of the 
work. 
Brown in Jismulatif & Irfani (2017), writing is a thinking 
process. Furthermore, he states that writing can be planned and given 
with an unlimited number of revisions before its release. (Linse 
2006:142)  also stated that writing is a combination of process and 
product of discovering ideas, putting them on paper and working with 
them until they are presented in manner that is polished and 
comprehensible to readers. Thus, it is stated that writing is thinking 
process of discovering ideas then written on the paper.  
Harmer (2004) writing process has four main elements: 
planning, drafting, editing (reflecting and revising) and final version. 
The first is planning. Planning is an activity that encourages students 
to write. It is become a way of warming up writers‟ brain before write. 
Writers have to think about three main issues. First, they have to 
consider the purpose of their writing. Secondly, writers think of the 
audience they are writing for and thirdly, writers have to consider the 
content structure of the piece. The second is drafting. Writer “go” at 
text is often done on the assumption that it will be amended later. At 
this stage, the writers focus on the fluency of writing and are not 




Third is editing (reflecting and revising). In this process, writer 
read through what they have written to see where it works and where 
it doesn‟t. The teacher does not need to be the only person to give 
students feedback, their classmate, caregivers, or classroom aides can 
help students revise. Revising is not only checking for language 
errors, but also improve global content and the organization of ideas 
so made clearer the reader. The last is final version. They edit their 
own or their peer‟s work for grammar, spelling, punctuation, diction, 
sentence structure and accuracy of supportive textual material such as 
quotations, example and the like. 
Richards and Renandya (2002:303) state that writing is the most 
difficult skill for second or foreign language learners to master. 
Lindblom in Fatmawaty in Ilmiah, Supardin & Latief  (2010:13) gives 
definition of writing as studying to focus our mind on important 
matters, and learning about them. By this activity, a person can find 
the solution of difficult problem, master the fact even by writing, a 
person can also communicate their mind that cannot be done through 
other ways. We can say that writing is the act of expressing something 
through application of language system. So, when we write, there are 







2. Aspects of  Writing 
Writing is one of skills that have to be mastered by the students 
in learning English. In writing, the students have to pay attention to 
aspect of writing. Harris (1974) explained that aspect of writing 
consists of grammar, form, mechanic, vocabulary, and style. The 
following aspect can be explained as follows: 
a. Grammar  
Grammar is employment of grammatical form and 
syntactic pattern. It means that sentence is another aspect that 
should be considered. 
b. Form  (organization) 
Form means the organization of the content. We should 
clarify our idea and make it clear. So, the reader can deduce 
some organization well. Organization means there is 
communication between the reader and the writer. 
c. Mechanic  
Mechanic is the use of the graphic convection of the 
language we have to pay attention the use of the punctuation and 
applying of the word of sentences. Function is very determiners 







d. Vocabulary  
Vocabulary is the most important aspect in teaching a 
language mastery vocabulary. It means that, we can explore our 
idea and affect it in writing. 
e. Style  
Style means the choice of word and lexical items to give a 
particular tone to flavor the writing. It should be noted that the 
choice of lexical item to be used writing must be accordance 
with the readers. 
3. Types of  Writing Performance 
According to Brown (2010), four categories of written 
performance that capture the range of written production are 
considered as follow: 
a. Imitative  
To produce written language, the learner must attain skill 
in the fundamental, basic tasks of writing letters, word, 
punctuation, and very brief sentences. This category includes the 
ability to spell correctly and to perceive phoneme-grapheme 
correspondences in the English spelling system. It is a level at 







b. Intensive  (controlled) 
Beyond the fundamentals of imitative writing are skill in 
producing appropriate vocabulary within a context, collocations 
and idioms, and correct grammatical features up to the lengh of 
a sentence. 
c. Responsive  
Here, assessment tasks require learners to perform at a 
limited discourse level, connecting sentences into a paragraph 
and creating a logically connected sequence of two or three 
paragraphs. 
d. Extensive  
Extensive writing implies successful management of all 
the process and strategies of writing for all purposes, up to the 
length of an essay, a term paper, a major research project report, 
or even a thesis. 
4. The Process of Writing 
Writing is process that involves several steps. At least, there are 
three steps in the writing process mentioned by Blanchard and Root 
(2003).  
Step one : Prewriting thinking about your topic and organizing      
your ideas. 




Step three : Revising improving what you have written. If the writers 
follow the steps, and practice by writing often, they will 
find it easier to write paragraphs and to improve their 
writing. 
5. The Elements of  Writing 
Bailey (2006:66) says that the elements of writing are the 
various skills that are needed for most types of academic writing, 
whether it is a short report, a long essay or a dissertation. Besides, 
writing produces new knowledge and makes new meaning. It is a 
good combination of several elements that makes for good writing. 
Especially, when a writer can combine the communication of ideas 
and facts and place the use of word precisely in writing i.e exhibit 
good collocation.  
Walker (2010:3-14) also lists five elements of good writing, 
they are: purpose, audience, clarity, unity, and coherence. These 
elements produce good writing. Those elements will be discussed as 
follow 
a. Unity  
Writing is a way of expressing ideas. These ideas should 
usually be expressed clearly and straight to the point. Therefore, 
when someone expresses his ideas, they should be related to the 
topic sentence. Oshima and Hogue (1999:300) note that unity 




from the beginning to the end. The second part of unity is that 
every supporting sentence must directly explain and support the 
main idea as stated in the topic sentence. Any information that 
does not directly support the topic sentence should not be 
included; clearly, the paragraph will be unified if all the details 
in it support the points in the topic sentence. They affirm that the 
paragraph should only discuss one main idea and every 
supporting sentence should justify the main idea that is stated in 
the topic sentence. In brief, unity in writing is the connection of 
all ideas to a single topic, where the entire supporting sentence 
should relate to the topic sentence. 
b. Coherence 
In good writing all the ideas are conveyed logically and 
the writing flows smoothly in building up the main idea. The 
supporting ideas and sentence must be organized in a consistent 
way so that they cohere. Oshima and Hogue (1999:40) say 
another element of a good paragraph is coherence. In order to 
have coherence in writing, the sentences must hold together; that 
is, the movement from one sentence to the next must be logical 
and smooth. There must be no sudden jumps. Each sentence 
should flow smoothly into the next one. 
They first two ways are repeating key nouns and using 




use transition signals to show how one idea is related to the 
next. The fourth way to achieve coherence is to arrange your 
sentences in logical order. In summary, coherence is product of 
many different factors, which are combined to make every 
sentence contribute to the meaning of the whole piece. 
Coherence refers to the unity created between the ideas by the 
succession of sentences. Each sentence should flow smoothly 
into the next one. Ideas that are arranged in a clear and logical 
way are coherent.  
c. Word Usage 
Word usage or collocation is how a word, phrase, or 
concept is used in a language. It is about how to choose an 
appropriate word in order to write sensibly so that the reader can 
catch the meanings or the point of the writing. Langan  
(2010:385) divides word use into several parts, they are: 
dictionary use, spelling improvement, omitted words and letters, 
commonly confused word, and effective word choice. Thus, in 
this study the researcher is only discussing spelling 








6. Factor Influencing the Students Writing Ability. 
There are some factors that influence the students writing ability 
such personality factor and social cultural factor (Brown in Jismulatif 
& Irfani 2017). 
a. Personality factor 
Personality factor comes from the student themselves that 
consist of physiological aspects such the affective domain, 
motivation, and the neurobiology. First, the affective domain is 
the emotional side of human behavior such as self-esteem, 
inhibition, risk-taking, anxiety, empathy, extroversion, interest 
and attitude. 
 Second, motivation is probably the most frequently used 
catch-all term for explaining the success of failure of virtually 
any complex task such us instrumental and integrative 
orientation, and intrinsic and extrinsic motivation. 
Third, the neurobiology of affect includes neuroanatomy, 
neurochemistry, and neurophysiology. 
b. Social cultural factors 
Social cultural factors consist of social and environmental 
such as attitudes, second language culture acquisition, social 
distance, and culture in the class room. 
Firstly, attitudes like all aspects of the development of 




of one‟s perception of self, of others, and culture in which one is 
living. 
Secondly, second cultural acquisition means that culture is 
a deeply ingrained part of the very fiber of our being, but 
language is the means for communication among members of a 
culture.  
Thirdly, social distance means the concept of social 
distance emerged as an affective construct to give explanatory 
power to the place of culture learning in second language 
learning. 
 
B. Related Research. 
There are some researchers which support the writer‟s research talking 
about students writing ability. They are as follows: 
1. The first research was done by Herdi, (2014), under the title “An 
Analysis on Factors that Influence the Students‟ Writing Skill”.  The 
problem of the research is factor that influences the students‟ writing 
skill. This research was conducted at English Education Department 
FKIP Lancang Kuning University, Pekanbaru. Using Descriptive 
research focusing on the second year students of class A consists of 
twenty five students. This research tries to explain the factors 
influencing the improvement of the students‟ writing skill. The 




interview. After analyzing the data, it was found the factors influence 
the improvement of the students writing skill were material, media, 
classroom activities, classroom management, teacher‟s strategy, and 
teacher‟s approach. In conclusion, materials, media classroom 
activities, classroom management, teacher‟s strategy, and teacher‟s 
approach are factors that influence the students writing skill. The 
equation of this research is to jointly examine writing ability. 
2. Nabiryo, Nancy Rosemary (2011), under the title “Factors Influencing 
Students Writing Skill in Secondary School”. This study investigated 
factors that influence the basic writing skills of students in English 
language in selected schools in Rubaga Division of Kampala district. 
The specific objectives of the study were to assess the learners‟ 
attitudes towards learning English writing skills, the level and scope 
of learners‟ independent participation in reading novels and Writing 
English and to establish the availability and levels of utilization of 
school libraries and English text books in the learners‟ former primary 
and current secondary school. The study also assessed the teacher 
views about the influence of the learners‟ first language, status of their 
former primary school and other factors on the learners English 
Writing Skill and the instructional methods used in teaching English 
Writing Skills. Furthermore, the learners‟ English writing skill were 
evaluated using a written and graded composition. The research was 




selected schools in which three were high performing, two were 
average performing schools. The finding indicates that, though 
learners like writing, they do not practice enough to develop their 
writing skills. The equation of this research is to jointly examine 
writing ability. 
 
Based on this explanation, it can be seen the research regarding how 
to analysis factor influence the third semester students writing ability has 
been carried out with various contexts of study. It will be similar with those 
previous researchers. The different of this research is the location of this 
research will be held differently that is in Citra Bangsa University Kupang. 
While the purpose this study is to conduct research on analyzing factor 










Naturally, all researches conducted were aimed at solving problems based 
on the data collected. This chapter presents research design, location and 
schedule, research subject, research instrument, data collecting technique and data 
analysis technique.  
A. Research Design 
In this research, the researcher used qualitative research. Bessie 
(2015:111) said that describes qualitative method as the research which 
concerns in qualitative phenomenon, i.e., phenomenon relating to or 
involving quality or kind. He also gave the method of descriptive which 
included survey and fact-finding enquiries of different things.  
In this research, the researcher wanted to see factor influence the third 
semester students writing ability. It means that, to analyze the data the 
researcher explained the data into words not use formula. 
B. Location and Schedule 
This researcher had conducted at Citra Bangsa University the third 
semester students especially English study program. The researcher had 
done the research for five month including the making of proposal until 






C. Research Subject 
In this research, the researcher chose the third semester students at 
Citra Bangsa University as research subject to conduct the data. The 
researcher also needs writing III lecturer which teaches them to know the 
students‟ problems then the researcher can answer the research problem 
number 2.  
D. Research Instrument 
In this research, the researcher used observation, documentation and 
interview for analyzing the data. 
E. Data   Collecting Technique 
The researcher had used observation, documentation, and interview to 
answer the research problems. The use of observation in this research is to 
know the students‟ writing activity when the learning process was on going. 
Writing activity here refers to the tasks given by the lecturer.  
The researcher also used documentation to conduct the data. 
Documentation here refers to the students‟ tasks. The researcher had asked 
the tasks that had given score by the lecturer to know the students‟ scores. 
The researcher wanted to know the students‟ score because based on the 
score, the researcher can know the students‟ writing ability. 
The last instrument is interview. The function of interview is to know 
what the dominant factors influence the third semester students‟ writing 





F. Data Analysis Technique 
After obtained the data, the researcher had analyzed the data. There 
were some steps had been used to analyze the data. There were as follow: 
1. Transcription  
The researcher had transcript the result of interview. It could 
help the researcher to analyze the data easily. 
2. Classification 
After got the data, the next step that had been done was 
classification. In classification, the researcher classified the result of 
interview. 
3. Description 
In this part, the researcher gave explanation about the factors 
types that influence the students „writing ability and what is the 
dominant factors influence the students‟ writing ability. 
4. Conclusion 
The last step was conclusion. In this step, the researcher drew 






FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
This chapter discusses the data analysis and findings from the observation, 
interview and documentation that had been done during research. The purposes of 
this study are to know the factors influence the third semester student writing 
ability and its dominant factor.  
A. Findings 
The data that found in this research would help the researcher to 
answer the research problems. The data can be interpreted as follow: 
1. Factors that Influences Students’ Writing Ability. 
To get the data and analyze its result, the researcher will apply 
Interview both for the writing lecturer and the third semester students. The result 
of the interview will be explained as follow. 
a. Personality Factor 
1) Motivation 
Motivation is probably the most frequently used catch-all term for 
explaining the success of failure of virtually any complex task such us 
instrumental and integrative orientation, and intrinsic and extrinsic 
motivation. 
This factor usually comes from the students themselves. Most of the 
third semester students said that the factor that influences their writing 




influence their writing ability. It can be seen from the interview done by 
the researcher to some third semester students. 
“I usually do several mistakes when I have writing class. It is 
because I have no interest in writing. I prefer to like reading than 
writing because I think reading is easier than writing. I only have 
to read some texts with good stress and pronunciation. But it does 
not mean that I give up on writing class. I train to motivate 
myself. Sometimes, I try to write a free writing with a simple 
topic. For example try to describe my favorite place, my favorite 





The above statement means that the student faces difficulty in 
Writing, she has no interest and she dislikes writing. But she has intrinsic 
motivation to write. She motivates herself to start writing with an easy writing. 
Another factor in personality is also argued by another student who said that he 
has good attitude and high motivation in following writing class. 
All skills in English are difficult but as long as we have strong 
motivation, most likely we will not have significant obstacles. 
Even, I like writing class but I myself also have problems in 
writing. The problems sometimes make me difficult to know how 
make to a good writing. The problems are the lack of my 




the punctuations use. But there are also some factors that 
influence my writing ability. Those factors are motivation and 
attitude in attending writing class. Even I have weaknesses in 
writing but I still have motivation and good attitude to be good at 
writing.  I usually try to finish all tasks given by writing lecturer. I 
used to underestimate myself before starting to write and I think 
this influences my attitude in being active in writing class. But 
again I said before that I need to conquer my laziness, I have to 
do my best to get either good score or writing’s knowledge.  
(Interview, 20
th
 November 2019, JM). 
 
This statement means, sometimes the student underestimates himself 
and gets lazy but he tries to conquer the feelings. He wants to have good score and 
get the knowledge in writing class. It becomes his motivation in attending the 
class. It can be concluded that without a high motivation, it is impossible for 
someone to achieve good performance in writing. The same idea comes from 
some students. 
“I face difficulties in writing since the topic is difficult for me and 
when the lecturer asked me to write a topic that I’ve never heard it 
before. For me, the difficult comes when there are some confusing 
word usages where I am really in quiz to determine which words are 
appropriate to be put in my writing. Let’s say for example, the words 




different in its usage. That is why this situation influences my writing 
ability. Luckily, when I have problems in writing, I keep asking and 
consulting with my Writing lecturer. My writing lecturer usually helps 
me and asks me to see her in her office to explain something in detail. 
This attitude keeps motivating me to try my best. (Interview, 21
st
 
November 2019, SP) 
 
It is simply said that motivation is not enough if it is not accompanied 
by having some books to support knowledge of writing. It is said by a student in 
interview. 
 “Writing is all about communicating ideas to others. This means that 
a really key aspect of writing, before I even get to put pen to paper is 
figuring out exactly the ideas I want to communicate. Therefore, to 
convey my ideas to be understood by people who will read my writing 
is I should have motivation and good attitude to keep my writing 
good. That is why I should have some books as reference in writing. I 
have to motivate myself that many famous writers have to learn from 
sources near them. It can be books, and other well known writers. 
Every time I face difficulties, I try to discuss with my friends who are 
better at writing than me. (Interview, 22
nd





Another idea comes from a student who says that motivation will be 
the fundamental way to be a good writer. 
“Writing is a struggle for everyone including me. It is common for 
students in today's educational system to dislike the writing process. 
Because many students feel writing takes time to be accomplished. It 
also happens to me, but I keep motivate myself that if I don’t try to put 
my pen on a paper and write at least a sentence, how can I write a 
simplest writing? I motivate myself that a good writer does trial and 
error. That is why I prove my motivation by showing my interest in 
writing subject. I try to accomplish all assignments of writing in time. 
I don’t want to put off until all the assignments are piled up. 
(Interview, 21
st
 November 2019, MM) 
 
Based on the result of the interview, it is proved that there are 5 
students who have motivation in attending writing class and it also becomes one 
of the factors that influence students‟ ability in writing. They are ML, JM, SP, 
AK, and MM. 
 
2) Interest 
Interest is a feeling of being attracted to and connected to a thing or 
activity without being told. Interest is basically the acceptance of a 




the interview below will prove that interest becomes another factor which 
influences students‟ writing ability. 
“Writing is one of the skills in English that have to be mastered by 
every English student including me. Sometimes, I feel like I am better 
in Writing than in Speaking. But I should have high interest while I 
am having writing class. I usually prepare my writing notes as well as 
I can. Every time I face difficulties in writing, I always try to read 
some reference to help me. Another case is I am easily influenced by 
my friends around me. I feel that there are many elements in writing 
that I am not good at. Sometimes noisy situation in the classroom also 
triggers me to not focus on writing.  (Interview, 21
st
 November 2019, 
TN) 
 
Based on the interview, it can be said that the student has an interest in 
something she finds interesting, she finds that interest will not be enough if it is 
without an action proven. Therefore, she usually prepares writing notes and reads 
some reference to help her in writing. 
Another student also argues the same thing that interest will be a 
factor which influences his writing ability. 
 “Writing is a struggle for everyone including me. It is common for 
students in today's educational system to dislike the writing process. 
Because many students feel writing takes time to be accomplished. It 




my pen on a paper and write at least a sentence, how can I write a 
simplest writing? I motivate myself that a good writer does trial and 
error. That is why I prove my motivation by showing my interest in 
writing subject. I usually prepare several questions for some subjects 
that I think they are difficult. Those subjects include Writing. I am not 
afraid to give questions to writing’s lecturer. Those questions will 
help me to understand more about writing assignments and material 
that will be given later.  (Interview, 21
st
 November 2019, MM) 
 
The interview shows that MN proves her interest by preparing several 
questions to be asked to her writing lecturer. Through this way, it will help her to 
understand more about writing assignments and material that will be given. 
Based on the result of the interview, it can be seen that there are 2 
students who show their interest in writing class. They are TN and MM. Interest 
becomes one of the factors that they think will influence their writing ability.  
 
3) Attitude 
Attitude is a tendency to act like or dislike towards an object. It can be 
formed through observing and imitating something positive. Attitude in 
leaning especially in writing class can be seen through some actions. They 
are read some source or reference, accomplish some assignments given, 




Below is the result of interview with some students who think that 
attitude can influence their writing. 
All skills in English are difficult but as long as we have strong 
motivation, most likely we will not have significant obstacles. 
Even, I like writing class but I myself also have problems in 
writing. The problems sometimes make me difficult to know how 
make to a good writing. The problems are the lack of my 
vocabulary, my grammar mastery which is below average, and 
the punctuations use. But there are also some factors that 
influence my writing ability. Those factors are motivation and 
attitude in attending writing class. Even I have weaknesses in 
writing but I still have motivation and good attitude to be good at 
writing.  I usually try to finish all tasks given by writing lecturer. 
Sometimes, I used to underestimate myself before starting to write 
and I think this influences my attitude in being active in writing 
class. But again I said before that I need to conquer my laziness, I 
have to do my best to get either good score or writing’s 
knowledge.  (Interview, 20
th
 November 2019, JM). 
 
This result of interview shows that JM performs good attitude in 
writing class, he likes the subject of writing. Even he underestimates himself but 




Attitude becomes one of factors that influence writing ability. Some of 
students also agree that attitude influences their writing ability. 
 “I face difficulties in writing since the topic is difficult for me and 
when the lecturer asked me to write a topic that I’ve never heard it 
before. For me, the difficult comes when there are some confusing 
word usages where I am really in quiz to determine which words are 
appropriate to be put in my writing. Let’s say for example, the words 
make and do, they are two words with the same meaning but are 
different in its usage. That is why this situation influences my writing 
ability. Luckily, when I have problems in writing, I keep asking and 
consulting with my Writing lecturer. My writing lecturer usually 
helps me and asks me to see her in her office to explain something in 
detail. This attitude keeps motivating me to try my best. (Interview, 
21
st
 November 2019, SP) 
 
Attitude is an action that can be proved through asking and consulting 
something difficult to someone who is good at the certain field. SP has a good 
attitude in writing class. She proves it by asking something she finds difficult to 
her writing lecturer. 
The last student, AK thinks that to keep her writing good is through 
having good attitude in attending writing class. 
“Writing is all about communicating ideas to others. This means that 




figuring out exactly the ideas I want to communicate. Therefore, to 
convey my ideas to be understood by people who will read my writing 
is I should have motivation and good attitude to keep my writing 
good. That is why I should have some books as reference in writing. 
I have to motivate myself that many famous writers have to learn from 
sources near them. It can be books, and other well known writers. 
Every time I face difficulties, I try to discuss with my friends who are 
better at writing than me. (Interview, 22
nd
 November 2020, AK) 
 
Regarding to the opinion argued by AK, it is seen that attitude 
becomes one of the factors that influence someone‟s writing ability. The same 
idea is also said by 2 other students. They are JM and SP. 
Based on the result of the interview that is given to 6 students in third 
semester, it can be concluded that motivation is the most dominant factor that 
influences students‟ writing ability. In short, it can be sorted from the most 
dominant factors that influence students' writing skills are motivation, attitude and 
interest with a ratio 5:3:2 which mean there are 5 students who think that 
motivation is a factor that influences their writing ability. They are ML, JM, SP, 
AK and MM. There are 3 students who have the same opinion that attitude 
becomes a factor that influences their writing ability. They are JM, SP and AK. 
The last factor is interest. These 2 students agree that interest becomes one of the 




The same idea is supported by the English lecturer in Citra Bangsa 
University who teaches the students writing III. Below is the result of interview 
given to her. 
“I think the students’ ability to master vocabulary is low intermediate 
level. They do not read enough. They also do not yet understand about 
how to combine cohesiveness and coherence so the text they made was 
unstructured. Some of them do not understand the use of transition 
signal especially about how to use conjunction in word and sentence. 
They tend to read romantic reading or non academic writing rather 
than try to write some academic writings. If I asked them to write a 
free writing, they will be easy to write because here they are free to 
express their idea. The factor is the less of curiosity about happening 
phenomenon around them. It makes them less of critical thinking, 
there are some of them cannot rebut public views. The last factor is 
motivation. Not all the total students in third semester have a high 
motivation in writing class, only some of them have it. They have 
motivation especially when they face a new simple topic; but they 
prefer to give up rather than attempt to write if the topic is difficult to 
be understood. (Interview, 24
th
 November 2019, AR). 
 
Supporting to the idea with the writing lecturer, below is students‟ 
writing scores which prove that a student who has good motivation will also have 




score of Minimum Mastery Criteria (KKM in Indonesia). A student who gets 60 
score in writing will have pass grade for this subject. This score is taken as 
documentation for instrument triangulation. 
Table 4.1 Students Writing Score 
No Students Writing Score Description 
1 ML 72,3 Pass 
2 JM 71,8 Pass 
3 SP 74,3 Pass 
4 TN 71,9 Pass 
5 AK 61,3 Pass 
6 MM 72,4 Pass 
 
B. Discussion 
In this part, the researcher would like to discuss about the data in 
finding section which includes factors that influence the third semester 
students writing ability and its dominant factor. In describing the factors, the 
researcher will use the theory of Brown (2010).  
1. The Factors Influence The Third Semester Students Writing 
Ability 
Supporting to the theory of Brown (2000), the researcher only focuses 
on the personality factor that divides into three indicators which are 
affective domain including interest and attitude, motivation including 
internal and external motivations, and neurobiology. The researcher 





Table 4.2 Personality Factors 
 
No Students Interest Attitude Motivation 
1 ML -  -   
2 JM -     
3 SP -     
4 TN   - - 
5 AK -     
6 MM   -   
 
Based on the result of the data found on table 4.2  it is clearly seen 
that  almost all the students that have been interviewed have motivation in 
writing. There are 5 students who are ML, JM, SP, AK and MM. the three 
students say that they also have good attitude in writing. They are JM, SP 
and AK. Other 2 students argue that interest will be one of the factors that 
influence their writing ability. They are TN and MM. 
Based on the data, the researcher found that the ration of factors that 
influence students‟ writing ability is 5:3:2. It is simply said that the 
researcher only finds 2 indicators of personality factor which are affective 
domain and motivation. Another factor in personality which is neurobiology 
is not found in this research. The affective domain factor includes attitude 
and interest.  
2. Dominant Factors that Influence The Third Semester Students 
Writing Ability. 
The dominant factor that influents students‟ writing ability is know by 
looking back to the table 4.2  And it is clearly seen the dominant factor that 
influences students‟ writing ability is motivation. It can be proved by 




Diargram 4.1 The Dominant Factors Influences The third 
semester students Writing Ability 
 
  
Based on the chart above, it can be said that motivation is the 
dominant factor, followed by attitude and interest factors. The motivation is 
in 5 graphic, attitude stands in 3 graphic and interest is in 2 graphic. 
Motivation becomes the dominant factor because it is proved by the result 
of interview given to 5 students out of 6 students. 
Based on the two problem statements which are the factors that 
influence the third semester students writing ability and the dominant factor 
that influence the third semester students writing ability, it can be concluded 
that there are only 2 indicators of personality factor including affective 
domain and motivation which are found in this research. Another 
personality factor that is neurobiology is not found in this research. It means 















CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
In this chapter the researcher presents the conclusions and suggestion 
dealing with the finding of the data analysis. 
 
A. Conclusion 
Based on the findings obtained in the study, the researcher gets 
conclusions for the study that: 
1. The factor that influence the third semester students writing ability at 
citra bangsa university is personality factor. This factor consists of 
motivation, attitude and interest. 
2. The dominant factors influences the third semester students writing 
ability is personality factors especially the motivation. which effect to 
their vocabulary mastery; the understanding of grammar, punctuation, 
transition signal, combination of cohesive and coherence; their critical 
thinking; and utilizing time alocation 
 
B. Suggestion  
After conducting research, the researcher needs to give some 





1. For the students 
a. The students are suggested to increase their motivation in learning 
writing and improve their writing ability. 
b. The students should enrich the vocabulary in order to explore their 
knowledge into a good composition. 
c. The students are recommended that they should improve their 
background knowledge about the topic, which will be learned in 
their writing class. 
d. The students shoud read much an academical writing than something 
romantic to have critical thinking. 
2. For The Writing Teachers 
a. The English teachers are suggested to help the students to increase 
their motivation in their writing ability. 
b. The English teachers should motivate the students to be more 
active in learning English by helping them to enrich their 
vocabulary and their basic knowledge of writing skill. 
c. Make evaluation meeting to know the students‟ problem in writing 
then arrange proper approaches.  
3. For The Other Researchers 
There are still many aspects which can be analyzed about 
students‟s writing ability. The other researcher could take other titles 




other issues and the result of this study may be used as early 
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The Interview Sheet 
 
“I usually do several mistakes when I have writing class. It is because 
I have no interest in writing. I prefer to like reading than writing because I think 
reading is easier than writing. I only have to read some texts with good stress and 
pronunciation. But it does not mean that I give up on writing class. I train to 
motivate myself. Sometimes, I try to write a free writing with a simple topic. For 
example try to describe my favorite place, my favorite food and my friends in the 
classroom. (Interview 20
th
 November 2019, ML). 
 
All skills in English are difficult but as long as we have strong 
motivation, most likely we will not have significant obstacles. Even, I like writing 
class but I myself also have problems in writing. The problems sometimes make 
me difficult to know how make to a good writing. The problems are the lack of my 
vocabulary, my grammar mastery which is below average, and the punctuations 
use. But there are also some factors that influence my writing ability. Those 
factors are motivation and attitude in attending writing class. Even I have 
weaknesses in writing but I still have motivation and good attitude to be good at 
writing.  I usually try to finish all tasks given by writing lecturer. I used to 
underestimate myself before starting to write and I think this influences my 




conquer my laziness, I have to do my best to get either good score or writing’s 
knowledge.  (Interview, 20
th
 November 2019, JM). 
 
“I face difficulties in writing since the topic is difficult for me and 
when the lecturer asked me to write a topic that I’ve never heard it before. For 
me, the difficult comes when there are some confusing word usages where I am 
really in quiz to determine which words are appropriate to be put in my writing. 
Let’s say for example, the words make and do, they are two words with the same 
meaning but are different in its usage. That is why this situation influences my 
writing ability. Luckily, when I have problems in writing, I keep asking and 
consulting with my Writing lecturer. My writing lecturer usually helps me and 
asks me to see her in her office to explain something in detail. This attitude keeps 
motivating me to try my best. (Interview, 21
st
 November 2019, SP) 
 
“Writing is all about communicating ideas to others. This means that 
a really key aspect of writing, before I even get to put pen to paper is figuring out 
exactly the ideas I want to communicate. Therefore, to convey my ideas to be 
understood by people who will read my writing is I should have motivation and 
good attitude to keep my writing good. That is why I should have some books as 
reference in writing. I have to motivate myself that many famous writers have to 
learn from sources near them. It can be books, and other well known writers. 
Every time I face difficulties, I try to discuss with my friends who are better at 
writing than me. (Interview, 22
nd




“Writing is a struggle for everyone including me. It is common for 
students in today's educational system to dislike the writing process. Because 
many students feel writing takes time to be accomplished. It also happens to me, 
but I keep motivate myself that if I don’t try to put my pen on a paper and write at 
least a sentence, how can I write a simplest writing? I motivate myself that a good 
writer does trial and error. That is why I prove my motivation by showing my 
interest in writing subject. I try to accomplish all assignments of writing in time. I 
don’t want to put off until all the assignments are piled up. (Interview, 21
st
 
November 2019, MM) 
 
“Writing is one of the skills in English that have to be mastered by 
every English student including me. Sometimes, I feel like I am better in Writing 
than in Speaking. But I should have high interest while I am having writing class. 
I usually prepare my writing notes as well as I can. Every time I face difficulties 
in writing, I always try to read some reference to help me. Another case is I am 
easily influenced by my friends around me. I feel that there are many elements in 
writing that I am not good at. Sometimes noisy situation in the classroom also 
triggers me to not focus on writing.  (Interview, 21
st
 November 2019, TN) 
 
“I think the students’ ability to master vocabulary is low intermediate 
level. They do not read enough. They also do not yet understand about how to 
combine cohesiveness and coherence so the text they made was unstructured. 




to use conjunction in word and sentence. They tend to read romantic reading or 
non academic writing rather than try to write some academic writings. If I asked 
them to write a free writing, they will be easy to write because here they are free 
to express their idea. The factor is the less of curiosity about happening 
phenomenon around them. It makes them less of critical thinking, there are some 
of them cannot rebut public views. The last factor is motivation. Not all the total 
students in third semester have a high motivation in writing class, only some of 
them have it. They have motivation especially when they face a new simple topic; 
but they prefer to give up rather than attempt to write if the topic is difficult to be 
understood. (Interview, 24
th







List Score of Students Grade 3
rd
 of English Study Program in Citra 
Bangsa University 
Academic Year 2019/2020 
 
SUBJECT    : WRITING 
LECTURER  : Agnes M. D Rafael, S.Pd., M.Hum 
SEMESTER/ CLASS : III 






TOTAL   BOBOT 
30% 20% 50% 
1 
ARYANTI 
KORELOMI   62 18,6 61 12,2 61 30.5 61,3 C 
2 
JOAN ANTONIO 
MELAR   72 21,6 71 14,2 72 36 71,8 B 
3 JULIET A. M DEDE   62 18.6 64 12,8 61 30.5 61,9 C 
4 MARIA D. LOPEZ   73 21,9 72 14,4 72 36 72,3 B 
5 MEGA K. MOOY   72 21,6 74 14,8 72 36 72,4 B 
6 MERLIN K. NALOK   60 18 57 11,4 0 0 29,4 D 
7 RINALDI F. NEVES   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 E 
8 SARAH Y. PERANG   74 22,2 73 14,6 75 37.5 74,3 B 
9 
TRIVENA NENO 
META   71 21,3 73 14,6 72 36 71,9 B 
10 
WINDHA R. W 
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 Picture 2 
The lecturer is making a discussion group 
 
